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Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

I once read the story 
of a lady who spent 
a lot of time at a 

flea market when she 
was a child. It’s just 
something her family 
did as they tried to 
make a few dollars 
with their booth at the 
market. She became quite familiar with 
the sign “If you break it, you buy it.” It 
was the No. 1 rule at the market, and it 
was especially intended for unattended 
children.

She told about this incident at the flea 
market:

“One day this middle-eastern man 
came to the market. He looked funny 
trudging through the dirt in his silk suit 
and shiny shoes. All the dealers whis-
pered as he walked by. Was he going 
to buy the flea market? Were our rates 
going to go up?

“He came to our dirty, little booth and 
then left. Our dealers swarmed around 
Momma … what did he say? What was 
he doing? Was he looking at anything? 
No … not really.

“A few hours later, he returned with 
his partners. Straight to our booth, he 
came. He didn’t pick up a thing. He 
didn’t ask us anything. He and his com-
rades huddled, speaking in a foreign 

language. Then he offered Momma 
$100 for the old, tattered rug thrown 
on the floor of our covered raw-earth 
booth. She said, ‘It’s dirty.’ He said, 
‘$150.’ She said, ‘It’s old and has holes 
in it.’ He said, ‘$200.’ She said, ‘Cash?’ 
He nodded and pulled a big, fat roll out 
of his pants pocket. She said, ‘Paige, 
help me roll this rug up.’

“We left the market about an hour early 
that day. Before we went home, Mom-
ma stopped at the grocery store. In the 
car, she told each of us, ‘Each of you 
may pick out one item and I don’t care 
what it is, but pick out one item you 
want today; I will buy it for you.’

“I think some of the siblings got 
chocolate and others got steak. I stood 
in the first aisle, contemplating the 
seriousness of the situation. I wanted 
something good. I wanted something 
that would last a long time. I wanted 
something I could savor for a good, 
long time to come.

“On the bottom shelf of the condiment 
aisle sat my heart’s desire: the largest 
jar of dill pickles ever. It was as big as 
the ones on the counter of the corner 
store. I crouched down and picked it 
up. I didn’t even get to take my first 
step before Bam! It crashed to the floor.

“Immediately I flipped the jagged glass-

filled lid and started dropping shards of 
glass in it. A boy with an apron showed 
up with paper towels and a dust pan. I 
looked up, and although I didn’t really 
cry, the tears came down my cheeks. I 
apologized and told him I would clean 
it up. He said he had it, and he began to 
sweep the broom over my pickles.

“My voice cracked, ‘I know, I know, 
you break it, you buy it. But if you 
could just give me some of your paper 
towels, I can save some of these pickles. 
They don’t all have glass in them, and 
I promise I’ll clean this mess up. My 
Mom will pay for this jar. She said she 
would buy any one item I wanted, and 
well, this was it. I’ll throw the glass 
away, but I want to keep the pickles.’

“He crouched down beside me. ‘Tell you 
what, kid. I’ll carry a fresh jar to the 
front for you. I’ll clean this mess up and 

See MESSAGE, page 2

You break it, 
Christ buys it
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MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

no one will ever know. I’ll tell my boss, 
and he’ll be OK with it. Don’t worry, you 
won’t have to pay for it, OK?’

“ ‘Really?’

“ ‘Really.’

“ ‘Are you sure?’

“ ‘Yes, you break it, you buy it isn’t always 
true, OK?’ ”

It isn’t! 

Thanks be to God, it isn’t. As Jesus head-

ed to the cross, He essen-
tially said, “You broke it; I’ll 
buy it.” We broke the world 
and our lives with our sin, 
and Jesus buys back this 
world of sinners by shed-
ding His precious blood on 
the cross. That was the cost. 
It’s almost too good to be 
true. But it is true. He did it 
out of love for you and me.

Beginning Wednesday, Feb. 
14, we’ll be on our Lenten 
journey again. We go on 
that journey because we are 

broken sinners. We go with 
Jesus because He came to 
forgive and restore us.

Make plans now to attend 
your congregation’s special 
services for Lent to con-
template and celebrate the 
wonderful surprise and 
truth that, while we broke 
it, Jesus took the blame for 
us and paid the price for us. 
And so we stand forgiven, 
with purpose for our living 
now (to tell of His good-
ness), with heaven to come.

Lent will begin 
on  
Wednesday, 
Feb. 14;
Easter Sunday 
is  
April 1

CONGREGATIONS:

Congregations should have received a mailing from LCMS 
Rosters, Statistics and Research Services on reporting 
your 2017 statistics. The mailing provides information on 
how to submit online figures for such things as mem-
bership, worship attendance and contributions from 
members. 

Reports are due by Feb. 28.

Please report your stats

 Behold Your God!
61st Convention of the South Dakota District-LCMS

April 19–21, 2018

Isaiah 40:9

Delegate registration fee: $150 (due in March, along with 
registration forms)

Essayist/Bible study leader: The Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing, Isaiah 
40-55 (Lessing is pastor, St. Michael, Fort Wayne, Ind., and 
author of numerous publications)

Sioux FallS Convention Center

Feb. 19: District president nominations are due (send to the 
district secretary)

March 5: Floor Committees meet at the district office

Deadlines and important dates

LC
M

S/
Er

ik
 M

. L
un

sf
or

d

To help LCMS World Relief and Human Care with its 
response to ongoing disaster needs — and those in the 
future — there are several giving options:

Help still needed

To help LCMS districts as they care for wildfire 
and hurricane victims, visit:
➢ Pacific Southwest District, psd-lcms.org
➢ California-Nevada-Hawaii District, cnh-lcms.org
➢ Florida-Georgia District, flgadistrict.org

Phone
888- 
930-
4438

online
lcms.org/how- 
we-serve/mercy/ 
disaster-response

TexT
Type LCMS 
DISASTERS to 
41444

Mail
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861; St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  
(make checks payable to LCMS)
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.

com
or  
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the April issue is 
Feb. 15.

Please send photos with a minimum 
resolution of 300 dpi. Digital submis-
sions are preferred. 

Call  
Information

ACCEPTED
▶  The Rev. Gregory Hinners, Zion, 

Crookston, Neb., accepted the call 
from St. John/St. Peter, Norris/Mid-
land, Dec. 12.

▶  The Rev. Adam Welton, Zion/Trinity, 
Presho/Reliance, accepted the call 
from St. Peter, Wentworth, Dec. 10.

DECLINED
▶  The Rev. Dr. Aaron Stinnett, 

Redeemer, Mandeville, LA., declined 
the call of senior pastor from Mount 
Calvary, Huron, Nov. 30.

▶  The Rev. Adam Welton, Zion/Trinity, 
Presho/Reliance, declined the call of 
pastor from Our Savior, Vernal, Utah, 
Dec. 9.

▶  The Rev. Levi Willms, Bethany, Kau-

kauna, Wis., declined a call as associ-
ate pastor from Zion, Rapid City, Dec. 
21.

PENDING
▶  The Rev. Joshua Baumann, associ-

ate pastor, Faith, Pierre, recieved a 
call as associate pastor from Holy 
Cross, Kearney, Neb., Dec. 10; and a 
call as associate pastor from St. Paul, 
Stevens Point, Wis., Dec. 21

▶  The Rev. Brad Birtell, St. John, 
Columbus, Neb., received a call from 
Memorial, Sioux Falls, Dec. 6.

RETIRED
▶  The Rev. Dwaine Doremus, St. 

Peter, Wentworth, Nov. 30.

VACANCIES
▶  Aberdeen/Columbia, Our Savior/ 

St. John
▶  Alcester, Peace
▶  Huron, Mount Calvary (associate pastor)

▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Milbank, Emanuel

▶  Marion/Parker, Bethesda/First 
English

▶  Plankinton/White Lake, St. Paul/
Trinity

▶  Presho/Reliance, /Zion/Trinity
▶  Rapid Zion (associate pastor)

▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial (associate pastor)

▶  Sioux Falls, Zion (assistant pastor)

Sanford Health and Sioux 
Falls Lutheran School (SFLS) 
are pleased to announce a major 

pledge to the school’s Our Greatest Gifts 
capital campaign. Sanford Health has 
agreed to donate 30 acres of land for the 
school’s new facility and a matching gift 
of up to $5 million.

“This gift looks back to the heritage 
of Sioux Valley Hospital’s roots as a 
Lutheran hospital and forward to 
Sanford Health’s priority of supporting 
children and families in this communi-
ty,” Sanford President and CEO Kelby 
Krabbenhoft said. “We also wanted to 
support the tremendous effort of Sioux 
Falls Lutheran School donors in raising 
$2.6 million in the first year of this 
capital campaign.”

Tia Esser, SFLS administrator and 
principal, said: “I am very grateful for 
and humbled by the magnitude of this 
gift, which will move the school forward 

from a facility that is both land-locked 
and bursting at the seams to one 
that will innovatively and exception-
ally serve children, families and the 
community for generations to come. 
This gift, along with the 
greatest gifts from our do-
nors, has been beyond our 
imagining — fulfilling, in 
many respects, our capital 
campaign verse from Eph. 
3:20.”

The matching funds will 
be used as an expression 
of thankfulness to current 
donors for their support 
of the capital campaign to 
date and as an immediate 
2-to-1 match for future 
donations. The $5 mil-
lion-match will continue 
for the duration of the Our 
Greatest Gifts campaign.

“On behalf of the School Board and the 
School Association, Sioux Falls Luther-
an School is thankful for a gift that will 
truly help finish a decades-old dream of 
a new facility,” said Scott Peters, School 

Board chair. “This gift, in 
support of our generous 
donors, will truly be a 
capstone to a preschool 
program that has been 
among The Local Best for 
10 consecutive years and 
a kindergarten through 
eighth-grade program 
that was recently named a 
School of Distinction.”

SFLS was one of five Lu-
theran schools to receive 
the School of Distinction 
honor from the National 
Lutheran School Accred-
itation (NLSA) Commis-
sion in July 2017. 

SFLS campaign gets significant gift

Now to 
Him who is 
able to do 
immeasurably 
more than all we ask 
or imagine, according 
to His power that is 
at work within us, to 
Him be glory in the 
church and to Christ 
Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever 
and ever! Amen.” 
Eph. 3:20
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2018 Prayer Service available
s a former 
teacher, I 
remember 

how in February 
the classrooms 
and school was 
filled with hearts 
and talk of love. 
Not just love, but 
sharing “God’s” 
love was a priv-
ilege I had as a 
Lutheran school teacher. 

As God’s chosen people, we have first 
our relationship with God and His love 
for us that He especially showed when 
He sent Jesus to die on the cross for our 
sins. We also have our relationships in 
which we share that love of Jesus with 
others. 

Paul wrote it so well in Col. 3:12-17:
“Put on then, as God’s chosen 
ones, holy and beloved, compas-
sionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, bearing 
with one another, and if one has 
a complaint against one another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you must also 
forgive. And above all these put 
on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. And 

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

With love from Lisa

let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in one body. And be thank-
ful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, teaching and admon-
ishing one another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness 
in your hearts to God. And what-
ever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.” 

It is not easy following these guidelines, 
but we know that we are not alone. God 
is with us always, wherever we are. He 
is there to guide and to forgive.” 

We learn more about being God’s 
chosen people in the 2018 LWML 
Prayer Service. “Living as God’s People,” 
written by the Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner, 
2013-16 LWML pastoral counselor. 
This service is based on 1 Peter 2:9:

“But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for His own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellences of 
Him who called you out of dark-
ness into His marvelous light.” 

I encourage you to go to lwml.org/

prayer-service for free downloads. You 
can read it as a personal devotion or 
with friends, at your Bible study or at a 
zone prayer/service event. 

Remember also to mark your calendar 
for June 1-2 and attend our LWML 
South Dakota District Convention at 
the Sioux Falls Convention Center. 
Look for details in future issues. 

“And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.”  
Col. 3:17 

May God bless you as you share His 
love with others!

Sioux FallS Zone 
report

The ladies from Zion Lutheran Church, 
Canistota, hosted the Sioux Falls Zone 
Retreat on Sept. 30.

Attendees learned a lot from the Rev. 
Corey Aker, pastor, Faith, Sioux Falls, 
who presented a talk on “The Reforma-
tion—500 Years Ago and Today.” 

The ingathering was for the Canistota 
School District backpack program, and 
the 52 people who attended donated 

162 items and $90. The mite offering 
was $344. 

Tammie Schultz was elected as the new 
zone secretary, and Sherrie Bruhn was 
elected as the new treasurer.

The ladies enjoyed a time of fellow-
ship, song and prayer. Reports from 
the society presidents told about all the 
activities that the members did, such as 
making cookies at the Ronald McDon-
ald House, making hygiene kits for girls 
in need, decorating a Christmas tree for 
The Banquet in Sioux Falls, collecting 
sweaters for Lutheran World Relief and 
more.

The Sioux Falls Zone had 12 volunteers 
work at the Puppet Place at the South 
Dakota State Fair in Huron on Sept. 4. 
On that day, 245 people attended the 
puppet show and 75 Bible studies and 
97 whistles were handed out.

The Pre-Lenten prayer service will 
be held Feb. 24 at Blessed Redeemer, 
Brandon.

The Brookings/Sioux Falls Zone 
Retreat will be in April at Faith, Sioux 
Falls.

Patty Peters
Sioux Falls Zone President
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Ashes, ashes…
My youngest 

(she’s 2) 
current-

ly is really into 
the game “Ring 
around the Rosie.” 
Thankfully, her 
two older siblings 
are usually happy 
to oblige her and 
play along. 

But she is also 
perfectly content 
playing the game 
all alone, spinning around in a circle 
before getting to the best part: “Ashes, 
ashes, we all fall down!” The children 
fall and giggling ensues, followed by 
the request, “Again! Again!” another 
half-dozen or so times.

Interpretations of this nursery rhyme 
are varied. It may have no meaning 
at all. Or it may have originated as a 
way to “get around” dancing bans in 
some old pietistic Protestant circles, 
as kind of a “square dance,” only done 

in a circle or “ring” with no music set 
to it — thus it wasn’t really dancing. 
Then there’s the popular, but likely 
erroneous, theory that it has to do with 
the Black Plague, in which the “ashes” 
are believed to refer to the cremation 
of bodies or the burning of victims’ 
houses.

This more solemn interpretation would 
seem to fit in well with the sentiment 
of Ash Wednesday. In ancient times, 
ashes were used to indicate and express 
grief, sorrow and repentance. Take for 
instance the king of Nineveh’s reaction 
to Jonah’s warning that God would 
destroy them:

“The word reached the king of 
Nineveh, and he arose from his 
throne, removed his robe, covered 
himself with sackcloth, and sat in 
ashes.” Jonah 3:6

Many Christians have taken on the 
practice of smudging ashes on their 
foreheads on Ash Wednesday as a 
reminder of a similar sentiment of 

grief, sorrow and repentance for their 
sins and consequences of their sins, 
namely that we are dust and to dust we 
shall return, echoing the curse given to 
Adam in Gen. 3:19. We will all one day 
die.

But the ashes are put on in the form 
of a cross as an expression of the hope 
we have in Christ, who suffered on the 
cross to forgive us our sins, of which 
we repent and are promised eternal 
life from that curse of death. These ash 
crosses on our foreheads can then serve 
as a visible witness of our faith. As Lu-
theran Women (and men) in Mission, 
that’s what we’re all about.

With ashes, ashes, we all fall down 
and repent of our sins. But with ashes, 
ashes, we all witness to Jesus and His 
sacrifice on the cross for us.

Rev. Steve  
Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor

It seems just like yesterday that we gathered 
in Pierre and selected 11 mission grants with a 
$46,500 budget to fund for this 2016-18 biennium. 

The Lord has blessed our mite offerings to aid nine 
of these recipients to receive funding. With the 
biennium deadline of March 15 arriving so quickly, 
I encourage all not to wait to send in your mites. 
These” Mighty Mites” produce magnificent out-
comes in proclaiming Christ’s saving message both 
at home and abroad. 

All donations need to be sent to Jeanette Smith, 
financial secretary, P.O. Box 94, Northville, SD 
57465. Please continue to pray and trust in God’s 
plan for each of these mission grant projects.
Ann Cruse
District VP of Gospel Outreach

Deadine approaching: get mites in!

→  Concordia Seminary,  
St. Louis, Food Bank  
$5,000–PAID

→  Peace Lutheran Church and 
Educational Ministries 
$5,000–PAID

→  LCMS Mission Central Current 
& Urgent Grant $4,000–PAID

→  Mercy Medical Team –  
Chaplain Scholarships $3,000.

→  Gospel Hands – VBS for Deaf 
Children $4,500.

→  Little Lambs Lutheran Pre-

school, Sturgis $5,000–PAID

→  The Confessional Lutheran Ed-
ucation Foundation E-Reader 
Project $5,000 

→  POBLO International  
$5,000–PAID

→  LCMS Witness & Outreach 
Ministry Revitalization $2,500

→  Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat 
$3,500

→  Stronger Pastors for Southeast 
Asia with the Book of Concord 
$4,000–PAID

2016–18 MISSION GRANTS



6  /  SOUTH DAKOTA

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Prayer 
requests

FEBRUARY

eSS ay Co n t e S t

Feb. 4: Pray for unwed mothers, that the Lord provide them help 
with their unique challenges and that they faithfully fulfill their 
vocation as mother.

Feb. 11: Pray for unwed fathers, that the Lord provide them help 
with their unique challenges and that they faithfully fulfill their 
vocation as father. 

Feb. 18: Pray for children who are separated from either father or 
mother, or both, that they be provided with the parents they need.

Feb. 25: Pray for foster children, orphaned children, abandoned 
children, and all children without a father and mother, that the 
Heavenly Father support and provide them with their daily bread.

Lutherans For Life 
of South Dakota, 
Inc. is encourag-
ing everyone to 
join us in prayer 
with a specific 
topic each week. 
Each month we 
will list a sug-
gested subject of 
prayer.

By Michael W. Salemink
Executive Director, Lutherans For Life

We share hope. As people of Christ, 
we speak hope. As Lutherans For Life, 
we show hope. Our faith does not just 
consist of prescriptions. Our message 
does not condense to merely principles. 
Our identity amounts to more than only 
prohibitions. We proclaim promises. We 
perform promises.

In fact, “Hope For Life” sets our theme 
for the coming year. Our 2017 LFL Re-
gional Conferences examined “Hope For 
Life.” Our 2018 Life Sunday resources 
explore “Hope For Life.” And this issue 
of LifeDate enjoys “Hope For Life.” As 
our Heavenly Father encourages us:

“In your hearts honor Christ the 
Lord as holy, always being prepared 
to make a defense to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you; yet do it with gentle-
ness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15 

So we’ve put together 10 of our favorite 
hope reasons for you, as follows: 

➢  Jesus is Lord. He realizes our circum-
stances and reigns over them. “This 
Jesus God raised up, and of that we 
all are witnesses … therefore know for 
certain that God has made him both 
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you 
crucified” (Acts 2:32, 36).

➢  God is with us. He abides alongside in 
the womb (Ps. 139:7-13), in our suffer-
ing (John 11:35) and in the very valley 
of the shadow of death itself (Ps. 23:4).

Ten Reasons
➢  our savior Gives us victory over the 

deviL and death. Temptations, fears 
and failures may bark, but they cannot 
bite, because Christ’s ways prevail 
(Rom. 8:37-39).

➢  ForGiveness heaLs even the FLesh. 
“He who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through his Spirit who dwells 
in you” (Rom. 8:11).

➢  the redeemer protects and provides 
For body and souL. We have become 
heirs of His entire kingdom  
(Rom. 8:32).

➢  God works aLL thinGs toGether For ➢ 
Good. Even pain and persecution have 
holy purpose (Matt. 10:29-31).

➢  his FamiLy accompanies and assists 
us. “If one member suffers, all suffer 
together; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together. Now you are the body 
of Christ and individually members of 
it” (1 Cor. 12:26-27).

➢  we wiLL be raised aGain to Live and 
reiGn Forever. The Lord wills and 
works life for us: “I am the resurrec-
tion and the life. Whoever believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live” 
(John 11:25).

➢  a new heaven and earth await us. 
Our Almighty Maker is restoring what 
sinfulness has ruined (Rev. 21:1-5).

➢  we wiLL behoLd and be heLd by God 
himseLF. Heaven is going to envelop 
everything about us and our earth 
 (1 Cor. 13:12).

This article appears in the Winter 2017 
LifeDate and was reprinted with  
permission.

for the hope that is in us

Students in grades 6-12 are encour-
aged to submit an essay on life issues 
to Lutherans For Life of South Dakota. 
Cash prizes will be awarded for first 
and second place. For more informa-
tion, see the December 2017 Lutheran 
Witness insert, visit lutheransforlifesd.
org, or email jjohns8@yahoo.com.
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MAIN STREET LIVING

Some came from far away and some 
from nearby, some by plane and 
others by car, on Thursday, Dec. 7. 

They came for the spread of the Gospel 
to the ends of the earth, for the fellow-
ship that comes through the Gospel, and 
for the sake of our Main Street Living 
(MSL) television ministry. At the same 
time, they came for a major holiday in 
these parts — hunting pheasants.

Some of the guests recorded services for 
MSL:
▶  The Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, 

LCMS president, who preached the 
Christmas message.

▶  The Rev. Dr. Jamison Harding, En-
glish District president, who preached 
a message for New Year’s weekend. 

▶  The Rev. Scott Sailer, South Dakota 
District president, who shared the 
message for the Baptism of our Lord.

▶  The Rev. Dr. Roger Paavola, Mid-
South District president and former 
member, Zion, Sioux Falls, who 
preached the message for the second 
Sunday after Epiphany

▶  The Rev. Dr. Michael Kumm, 
LCMS Board of Directors chairman 
and pastor, Holy Cross, Dakota 
Dunes, who preached for the third 
Sunday after Epiphany. 

I also was a guest among the many 
South Dakota District pastors gathered 
for this special time of fellowship. After 
the taping of MSL services held at Zion, 
Sioux Falls, there was a time to “meet 
and greet” with Harrison and other 
leaders of our church body. We then 
enjoyed a meal at Zion and headed to 
our host homes in the Gregory area. We 
were privileged to stay in the homes of 
Terry and Jody Leibel and the Rev. Bill 
and JoAnn Serr.

The next morning, Dec. 8, we headed 
over to the KAW Farms near Burke. 
After introductions and words of en-
couragement to be wise in our shots and 
safe around firearms, we headed out for 
the hunt. 

Shots started going up and birds began 
to come down. I was privileged and 
honored to spend the day with Carl 

Harrison, the oldest member of the 
hunting group and Matt’s father. Rev. 
Harrison’s son, Matthew, was also with 
us, and so three generations of the Har-
rison family had the rare opportunity 
to hunt together. All of us had a great 
time, and thankfully it was a great and 
successful hunt. 

We are thankful to all of those who 
made this time of fellowship possible, all 
without any funding from Main Street 
Living. We wish to thank the sponsors 
of this hunt: Campbell Supply Company 
and Mary Campbell, Mid-State Apprais-
al Service, Terry and Jody Leibel, Kyle 
Wilhelmsen (our excellent guide, helped 
by his fabulous dogs), and KAW Farms. 
Special thanks go to Dutch TeSlaa of 
Main Street Living for arranging the 
hunt and cooking a couple of the meals 
for the group.

I am so thankful for the Main Street 
Living ministry that promotes and pro-
claims the Gospel so that people might 
come to know Jesus as our only Lord 
and Savior, and for the fellowship in the 
field and everywhere.

In Christ’s love and in His Service,
The Rev. Nabil Nour, LCMS third vice-pres-
ident, Great Plains Region; pastor, Trinity, 
Hartford; and foot washer (Phil. 1:6)

Distinguished visitors 
bless television ministry
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ARMED FORCES MINISTRY

By Pamela J. Nielsen 

Associate Executive Director, 
LCMS Communications

In bunkers and fighter jets, on battle-
ships and bases, in field hospitals and 
training camps, the men and women of 
the United States Armed Forces stand 
at the ready in service to our country.

With them are the 160 active and 
Reserve LCMS Armed Forces chaplains 
stationed around the world. These 
pastors proclaim the Word of life, in 
environments often shrouded in death. 
Their flocks frequently come and go, 
providing scant opportunity for long-
term ministry. Their work takes place 
in some of the most difficult situations 
any pastor could ever face, where lives 
can be unraveled in an instant.

Upholding these faithful servants is the 
Ministry to the Armed Forces (MAF), 
the LCMS effort to care for and support 
military chaplains and, through them, 

Standing ready with the Gospel our LCMS members and their families 
in uniform.

The MAF exists to recruit, prepare, 
endorse and support LCMS chaplains 
in their service to God and country.

Authorized by the Synod and regis-
tered with the Department of Defense, 
Chaplain Craig Muehler is the endors-
ing agent for LCMS military chaplains. 
There is a “lifelong marriage” between 
his office and the LCMS chaplains that 
includes ongoing contact and an an-
nual visit with each chaplain. Through 
these visits and regular reports by 
phone and email, MAF helps the 
chaplains to stay connected with their 
church. 

Each year, MAF gathers the chaplains 
at one of three pastoral conferences, 
providing a rich opportunity for 
Lutheran worship, fellowship and 
study with LCMS seminary professors. 
Conversation is focused on the unique 
challenges of military chaplaincy. 

Operation Barnabas
Operation Barnabas, an extension 
of MAF, provides a network of care 
through trained congregations that 
want to reach out to members of the 
military, their families and the veterans 
in their congregations and communi-
ties.

Operation Barnabas has worked with 
dozens of congregations, but we realize 
hundreds more congregations also are 
caring for military families. We ask you 
to contact us, so we can recognize your 
work and encourage you as you serve 
military families.

America’s sons and daughters are in 
harm’s way in faraway lands, and our 
chaplains go with them. Their families 
wait in our communities, where the 
people of God support and care for 
them in our life together.

MAF exists to support 
those who bring Word  
and Sacraments to military

The Rev. Scott Shields, a U.S. Navy 
chaplain, top, conducts worship for U.S. 
Marines and, below, talks with a marine 
following the service. 

Find out more:
If you or a loved one needs support, prayer 
or materials and resources to encourage 
your military vocation, visit the website of the 
LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces: 
lcms.org/armedforces


